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Forces Preliminary Examination can continue their education in
the form best suited to their needs. Regular soldiers will continue
their education until they have served three years or reached the
standard of Forces Preliminary, Part I. If they wish to continue
voluntarily after this, permission will generally be given. Similar
regulations apply to the A.T.S., now renamed the Women's Royal
Auxiliary Corps (W.R.A.C.). Soldiers are also encouraged to make
use of civilian educational facilities. Correspondence courses are
still available, and each course, including the necessary textbooks,
costs 10s. per annum.
Two Army colleges in Britain and two overseas are retained,
and Army Education Centres up to the number of eighty may be
established for garrisons of over 1,500 men at home and abroad.
Regimental instructors are being replaced by personnel of the
R.A.E.C, but the unit education officer is retained on a part-time
basis and the commanding officer is still responsible for the educa-
tion of his unit. The distinction of the title Royal Army Educational
Corps was conferred, 10th December 1946, as recognition for valu-
able services during the war. Supplies of books, stationery, and
other materials are now issued on normal equipment scales.
Two Army Schools of Education were established, one for
N.C.O.s, at Buchanan Castle near Loch Lomond, and the other at
Eltham Palace, Kent, for officers. In September 1948 the two
schools were amalgamated and moved to Bodmin, Cornwall.1 The
whole of Army education is being brought into line with the further
education planned by the Act of 1944, and to bring this about the
Ministry of Education has arranged for certain H.M.I.s to co-
operate in an advisory capacity with the military inspectors of the
Army Directorate.
The Northern Command Formation College, Welbeck Abbey, is
now closed (p. 589) and will be re-opened in September 1953 as a -
college to prepare boys for regular commissions in the technical-
branches.   At present, the public schools in the-south of England;
have supplied the majority of such officers.  Few came from the north^
of England and Scotland or from the grammar-schools.   Welbeck-
Abbey will offer a two-year course (16-18 years) and pupils who are
recommended by the headmaster will proceed to Sandhurst without
being required to pass the entrance examination.
The college will be similar to a normal boarding-school and will
be staffed by civilians.   Candidates for entry must be recommenced
1 The Army School of Education has recently been moved to Beadousfidd